[The psychological meaning of abnormal behavior in mental retardation].
The aim of the article is to encourage psychiatrists to follow the psychopathological approach to mental retardation. According to the author's opinion it is impossible to explain mental retardation only by using neurological and genetic categories. Mental retardation belongs to the group of psychological disorders like the psychoses and the neuroses. This disorder is characterized by pathological organisation of personality, that inhibits the development of the cognitive functions. The author presents the conditions of life in social care homes (where the basic needs concerning dignity, love and freedom are absent) as an example of the factors pathologizing the personality. She explains the psychological meaning of some abnormal behaviours by persons with mental retardation living in such conditions.